
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2019, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Karey Amon spoke about forgiveness for the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Schue led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 
Absent: Council Member Swart. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; 
William Ponce, Chief of Police; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Chief Ponce reported the following. 

• The radar speed trailer from the GOHS grant was up and running this weekend.
• The Axon Body Cameras are up and running, so the Police Department is on the

new system.

Joanne Winer from Celia's Rainbow Gardens thanked the Council for the Heroes 
Appreciation Day Proclamation. She announced there will be a party commemorating the 
special day on March 2, 2019 from 1 :00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. out at Celia's Gardens. 

PRESENTATIONS: PROCLAMATIONS: REPORTS: 

2. HEROES APPRECIATION DAY PROCLAMATION - Proclamation declaring
Heroes Appreciation Day the first Saturday of every March. The celebration will
take place in Celia's Rainbow Gardens from 1 :00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday,
March 2, 2019.

With the reading aloud of the proclamation, Mayor Simpson proclaimed Heroes 
Appreciation Day would be recognized every first Saturday in March in the Town of 
Quartzsite. 
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BUSINESS: 

3. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of January 8, 2019.

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of January 8, 2019. Council Member Schue seconded the motion.

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 6).
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager,
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner.
Absent: Council Member Swart

4. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID Consider for approval the
following series: (Accounts Payable) 44894, 44895 Void totaling $141.81, 44902-
44903 totaling $19,597.73, 44917-44961 totaling $257,654.89 (Payroll) 44890-
44901 totaling $85,048.12, 44904-44916 totaling 74,130.74 Grand Total
$416,573.29.

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid as
shown on the Ledger. Council Member Schue seconded the motion.

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 6).
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager,
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner.
Absent: Council Member Swart

5. PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION REAPPOINTMENTS - Consider the
reappointments of Dennis Kuehl and Karey Amon as Commissioners of the
Planning and Zoning Commission with terms to expire March 1, 2022.

Town Manager Ferguson introduced the item with some positive comments about
Commissioners Karey Amon and Dennis Kuehl. He advised the Council that we
recommend both be reappointed.

There was a positive discussion of the two Commissioners requesting reappointment and
of experiences some of the Council Members have had when attending the Planning and
Zoning Commission meetings.

Council Member BearCat commented that it seems like there are a couple of
Commissioners who do not show up quite often; she thinks that needs to be looked at.

Council Member Hager moved to reappoint Dennis Kuehl and Karey Amon as
Commissioners of the Planning and Zoning Commission with terms to expire March 1,
2022. Council Member Schue seconded the motion.

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 6).
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Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
Absent: Council Member Swart 

Karey Amon said it has been a pleasure to serve on the Commission. She commented 
on looking forward to the future on the Commission. 

6. STATE OF ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY OPERATION
STONEGARDEN GRANT PROGRAM AWARD, SUBRECIPIENT AGREEMENT
NUMBER 180435-01 - Possible approval of and authorization to accept a
Stonegarden Grant Program Award in the amount of $16,500 with funds going to
support personnel services (overtime) and mileage.

Chief Ponce noted this grant is for overtime and mileage, and this is their second year of 
being awarded this grant. He stated we were the first municipality to be awarded this 
grant; it is to assist Border Patrol with criminal interdiction and narcotics interdiction. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve and authorize the acceptance of 
Stonegarden Grant Program Award in the amount of $16,500 with funds going to support 
personnel services, overtime and mileage. Council Member Hager seconded the 
motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 6). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
Absent: Council Member Swart 

7. STATE OF ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY OPERATION
STONEGARDEN GRANT PROGRAM AWARD, SUBRECIPIENT AGREEMENT
NUMBER 180435-02 - Possible approval of and authorization to accept a
Stonegarden Grant Program Award for OPSG equipment in the amount of $9,260
with funds going to two P25 Portable Radios.

Chief Ponce asked the Council if they would amend the request so that it would not state 
the number of radios. He explained he is trying to get three radios instead of the two noted 
in the agenda item; he is currently trying to work a deal with Motorola and Gila 
Communications to give him three radios for the price that is listed here. 

Chief Ponce asked that the Council act noting funding going for the purchase of portable 
radios and the acceptance of the grant award. 

Council Member BearCat moved to accept the grant 180435-02 for $9,260 for as many 
radios as he can come up with. Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 6). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
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Absent: Council Member Swart

8. PROCESS FOR APPOINTING MEMBERS TO ADVISORY BOARDS - Review,
discussion and possible direction to staff.

Town Manager Ferguson said one of the biggest problems we have is just exactly what
to do with some of the applications we get. He noted some applications are totally
incomplete; we do not know the people and we do not have enough information on there.

Town Manager Ferguson asked the Council if they want us considering applicants that
are here six months per year. He explained that the kinds of things we have looked at are
the need for a complete application; secondly, we believe there needs to be some kind of
an interview process. He said someone needs to talk to this individual, and he asked if
the interviewers should be staff or perhaps, one or two Members of the Council. Some of
the questions that might be asked were listed.

Town Manager Ferguson commented on what a terrible time we have getting quorums.
He explained that if we have a person who is here only six months out of the year and
they meet monthly, then for six months, we may have a difficult time getting a quorum.
He addressed the Council in asking for guidance on that.

Town Manager Ferguson asked the Council if they want us to do some kind of a
background review; he said we do that for all employees who serve in the Town. He
explained that he is not talking about fingerprinting them, but he certainly does not think
it hurts us to find out a little bit more about this person. He said we would like to put
together a list of procedures that the Council would want us as a staff to follow, so we can
then bring to the Council people who have been kind of vetted in terms of their interests,
abilities, desire to serve and their understanding of the positions, to know more than just
that they are willing.

Town Manager Ferguson noted that anyone who would be serving on a board should be
someone who is going to represent the Town well, and he explained that while they serve
in these capacities, they represent the Town. He said we want to make sure they
represent it in the appropriate fashion, just as the Council wishes to do that.

Council Member Schue said he thought it would be a good idea if the boards had an
opportunity to vet the applicants.

Council Member Goldberg posed a scenario with the chair of the board and a Council
Member doing the vetting with a little bit of an interview.

Mayor Simpson asked what process the Town Manager has for vetting applicants.

Town Manager Ferguson responded we have nothing currently; that is the problem. He
said one way to do it, is to have a member of the board and a Member of the Council talk
about a series of questions and find out what their interests are. He said the questions
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would be the kinds of things we do have, in part, on the application, but they are not
always complete; he thinks it is always good to ask those questions in person.

Mayor Simpson noted that Town Manager Ferguson was not saying background checks.

Town Manager Ferguson said he would not suggest that those two individuals do a
background check. He said the administration could do that and it could be a very
confidential sort of thing without having to make it public to others; but that is also up to
the Council's direction.

Council Member Goldberg said she thinks we have some very qualified fulltime people
that live in our sphere of influence who could be very beneficial sitting on boards or even
Council. She said they are business owners and certainly have a commitment to our area
and a reason to want to see what is going on within our area.

Town Manager Ferguson said that is another criterion we could consider, whether the
individual lives in the Town or has a business interest in the Town. He explained that of
course cannot be applied to Council because it is a statutory requirement that the Council
Members live in the Town. He said but, for a member of a commission or a board, the
Council can make that choice, and establish the fact that they either live in Town or they
have a business interest in the Town, or perhaps that they live within x distance of the
Town. He stated that the Council would set that kind of criteria for consideration, and he
thinks that ought to be done ahead of time rather than after the fact because then people
can say, 'they wanted her, so they waived their rules'.

Council Member BearCat said what seems to work in a lot of groups is that people are
somewhat sponsored; they have shown up to the meetings, they have shown an interest
for more than just one or two meetings and either a Member of the Council or a member
of the board recognizes the fact that these people are really interested and then they are
invited to apply. She said she thinks they need to show an interest by participating in
whichever board is happening and Council meetings so that they have an idea of what
we are doing and what is going on.

Council Member BearCat spoke of two board members who showed a great interest and
are turning out to be very good board members. She said she thinks that would work quite
well and we do not have to have a special meeting to interview because their interview is
their participation.

Town Manager Ferguson said or that could be one part of the criteria in addition to an
interview; that is not an uncommon thing. He explained why he thought it was an excellent
suggestion.

Council Member BearCat said the old boards used to interview or have conversations
with potential participants and then they would recommend them to the Council.

Vice Mayor Warner asked how you communicate the criteria to the applicants.
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Town Manager Ferguson responded you could outline what the criteria are or the issues
that are going to be addressed by the deciding body; you could set it either way, it could
be very specific, or you could categorize.

Town Manager Ferguson said that while he does like the idea of committees being
involved in the process, he remembers days of old when it used to be the good ol' boy.
He explained where the good ol' boy thing comes from and noted that as the reason that
he really likes the idea of someone from the board or committee and someone from the
Council interviewing the applicants.

Council Member Hager commented that he appreciates the role of the Council in creating
this process for appointing because many things do come through the Council. He said
his concern with getting nitty gritty about it is where we start taking autonomy away from
those bodies and start concentrating this power into the Council. He said he does not
want us to overstep that.

Town Manager Ferguson replied they are your choice; they are your appointments. He
said he thinks it is important, since they are the Council's appointment, that the Council
has a good feeling about that individual on a personal level as well as a body, in addition
to perhaps recommendations of others and maybe even recommendations of other
townspeople.

Mayor Simpson noted that in the past, the Council has discussed having members of La
Paz Valley, Rainbow Acres, Cibola and Ehrenberg also participating in the committees
and such that do not have a state requirement for citizenship or residency in the Town.
He shared his opinion that it would be good to open it up and get the participation outside.
He said we are limiting ourselves to a bunch of worker bees that are overworked already
and if we can bring in some new year-round people that will commit, it would be a big
improvement.

Mayor Simpson also shared that his experience in working with the winter visitors on
committees has been that the ones we have put on committees in the past are less likely
to stay more than one season. He explained they generally go home for the summer, get
a different plan and do not return; that is one of the drawbacks we have had, so he would
not be in favor of part-time residents on the committees.

Council Member Hager concurred.

Council Member Goldberg said she has noticed there are more and more winter visitors
who own homes and property here who are gone for a month or two in the summertime.

Council Member Hager said he would not consider that seasonal; he would say they are
year-round.

Council Member BearCat said six months does not work; she believes the State ARS
says that if a council seat is vacated and his or her body is out of the State for more than
three months, that seat is empty and considered vacant. She said she would think that
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would apply to a board also, if your body is out of the State for three months consecutively,
then that seat would be open. She commented that if they go for a month or two on
vacation, they can call in; she thinks they initially have to say if they are here year-round,
and which months they will be taking off and possibly calling in.

Town Manager Ferguson said this has been a good discussion and unless there is
anything else, he would like the Council to accept from us the following: to take the ideas
that the Council brought forth here along with the outline he had and he would like to
create for the Council the process and the criteria and bring it back to the Council for a
final review and acceptance.

The Council agreed.

Mayor Simpson said so directed.

Karey Amon, Quartzsite, said she likes the idea Council Member Goldberg brought up
about incorporating .those who live outside the city limits who have a vested interest in
what goes on in this Town and are only disqualified because they live in Rainbow Acres
or La Paz Valley. She explained that it may be a way to get those who live in Rainbow
Acres or La Paz Valley more interested in what goes on in Town and be more receptive
to ideas about helping here, that is to include them in some areas of discussion and
making some decisions.

Skip Gallup said he kind of goes along with what Karey Amon just said as far as Rainbow
Acres and La Paz Valley, but if your reach out to Cibola and Ehrenberg and so on, and if
they are community-minded, he asked, would they not be helping their own community?
He spoke about what he had heard around Town about the boards. He said he is
considering putting his name in for a board. He suggested that the Town publicize its
need for advisory board members. He thinks we have a lot of people right here in Town.
He sees nothing wrong with a light background check if someone really wants to
contribute.

Mayor Simpson noted Ehrenberg shares schools and youth events with Quartzsite.

Council Member BearCat said these people who would be interested need to be here and
be a part of the group or committee, so they will have a clue of what is going on in Town,
they need to participate in our Town even though they live somewhere else.

Mayor Simpson noted that for Parks and Recreation, the youth are involved in the Easter
Egg Hunts and several of our Park events with the same students we have here in Town.

Terry Ross, who lives in Quartzsite, said she thinks what should start this all out may be
for Rain to put an article in the paper stating there is consideration of opening
appointments to these areas right outside of Town. She explained that if they do not know
that you are looking for them, they are not going to come to meetings because they are
not involved. She said she thinks it is a great idea because in Rainbow Acres, just about
every person you need in a town is retired out there. She commented that if we could get
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a notice in the paper indicating that anyone in those areas who would be interested, 
should either start coming to board meetings or contact a member of the board and just 
let it be known they would be interested. She said if you open it to outside the zone of 
Quartzsite, you need to let them know you are looking at them, or they are not going to 
step up. 

Mayor Simpson spoke of representatives of the Parent Teacher Organization and the 
school board as being involved in many different ways, especially with the youth and 
education. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that when we have special events in Quartzsite, we do 
get participation from Ehrenberg and Rainbow Acres; she thinks those folks are interested 
in what is going on within our Town, and we absolutely need to make options available. 

Council Member Hager said it sounds like, to him, we have support for the surrounding 
Quartzsite areas, with further consideration for possibly Ehrenberg and Bouse, those 
surrounding municipalities, but he does hear support for Rainbow Acres and La Paz 
Valley. 

Council Member Goldberg said she thinks Ehrenberg as well because we have kids that 
go to school in Ehrenberg. 

Mayor Simpson noted one point that was not brought up was that virtually everybody in 
Rainbow Acres owns property and they have a vested interest. 

Jeff Thomas said he has a couple of properties in Town and he would like the Council to 
not disregard somebody because he or she does not live here fulltime. He said he lives 
in southern California, plans to move here eventually, but he does own two properties as 
a business owner here, two of the RV parks. He said he thinks it is important that the 
business owners be representative of what is going on with some of the boards, even 
though they may not live here fulltime. He spoke of calling in for meetings when members 
are out of the area to be part of it, because they are a valuable resource that the Town 
can bring to every one of these boards, perhaps. He asked that they not be disregarded 
just because they are not here for six months out of the time. 

Mayor Simpson said we do have three business owners on the Council; there is more to 
a Council Member's duties than just showing up for Council Meetings and studying the 
agenda; there is meeting in the community and being representative on a daily basis in 
the community and those who do not live here fulltime have a problem with fulfilling all of 
the requirements of a Council position particularly. 

Council Member BearCat said the boards also because they have a lot of other things to 
do. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she believes that once we get this process in place, then we 
need to really make sure that we publicize it so that people outside of the immediate 
Quartzsite area are aware that we are looking to have them participate in our boards. 
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Mayor Simpson said he has not seen notices in the paper, or has not noticed them, on 
vacancies on the different boards and committees. He asked Rain if that is still being 
published in the paper. She responded inaudibly, and he responded that we need to 
advertise it better. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we do have it on the website, we can do better at that; but, 
the most important thing is when we get the applications, what we do with them. He 
commented that he thinks this discussion has been very helpful. He said we will put some 
categories and some specifics together related to all of these you have talked about and 
then the Council can either vote up, down, a or b. 

Council Member BearCat said when someone puts in an incomplete application, they 
might be re-contacted and asked to complete it, but we need to follow whatever rules we 
are going to set and not deviate from those. 

Mayor Simpson asked Town Manager Ferguson if he has direction or if a motion is 
needed. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that he does not need a motion if the Council is 
acceptable to that process, then we will do that and put it on a future agenda, so we can 
take some action. 

9. RESOLUTION DECLARING QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA THE "ROCK CAPITAL

OF THE WORLD" - Review, discussion and possible adoption of a resolution
declaring Quartzsite the "Rock Capital of the World".

Town Manager Ferguson said officially, a council never passed this; there was a mayor 
who proclaimed it without, really, the authority to do that. He explained that to make it 
official, it takes a Council action. 

Mayor Simpson read the resolution aloud for all to hear. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said there are a couple of issues imbedded in what the Mayor 
just read, and that involves the protections of the slogan. She explained there are two 
paths, both of which can be taken, or only one can be taken; one is whether to get any 
trademark at all; the second is to get just an Arizona trademark which is filing something 
with the Arizona Secretary of State's Office; and a third is to, in addition to getting the 
Arizona trademark, get the federal trademark which goes back to Washington. She 
explained that we could do any of those, and she thinks we would like some direction as 
to how much protection of your slogan the Council wants. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said we did do a check with the Arizona Secretary of State's 
Office and there is no conflict with any other slogan. 

Town Attorney Goodwin indicated the price for the Arizona Secretary of State's Office 
would be less than $100, and the federal will probably run between $200 and $500. 
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Council Member Schue asked how someone would go about getting permission to use 
the phrase. 

Town Attorney Goodwin answered they would apply to the Council. She spoke of 
enforcement action, such as demanding that they cease, when it is discovered that it is 
being used without the Council's permission. 

Council Member Schue said he has seen a lot of bumper stickers out there and he is just 
curious who is publishing those. He said we have them for sale at the Chamber, he just 
does not know where they got them from. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear, former President of Proud Neighbors of Quartzsite, gave a 
brief history of the slogan; on the Desert Messenger BlogSpot, we have posted from 
December 14, 2009, that Council Member Joe Winslow said, "We need to be proud of 
this; it is a big deal." She next read a quote from then President of Proud Neighbors of 
Quartzsite Starr BearCat, "Proud Neighbors of Quartzsite invites all residents, 
businesses, organizations and visitors to start claiming it in emails, letters, cards, 
advertising, etc. to tell the whole world what an amazing town this is." 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear said she believes it is on the Chamber website; it has been 
all over the place; it has been tweeted; it has been shared and all kinds of things, so, if 
you can think of a way so that the people who have been promoting this for the last nine 
years, do not have to be penalized for it, that would be greatly appreciated. 

Mayor Simpson commented that he thought the intent was to support what has been done 
in the past. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said she thinks what the Council does not want is for Scottsdale 
to claim itself "The Rock Capital of the World". 

There was a discussion of promoting the slogan and creating a process for people to 
apply to use it. 

Mayor Simpson said if it has not been trademarked or registered, then it is public domain; 
so, there would be no cause of action from anyone back against anybody. 

There was a discussion of whether the Council would want to trademark the slogan. 

Council Member Hager said he thought we could pursue any enforcement of IP 
(intellectual property) if another town or municipality claimed it was "The Rock Capital of 
the World". 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear said if you have the trademark, you could charge. 

Council Member Hager asked if it was up to the Council to enforce that. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin answered yes.

There was a discussion of protecting the slogan from detrimental use and setting
standards or rules as to what is acceptable and what is not.

Mayor Simpson said it would be like a patent, you could use it one time for your own use,
but anything in mass quantities would have to be licensed or agreed to.

Council Member Goldberg spoke about the Grand Gathering logo and its use. She said
the Town attorney, at the time, said you either have the rule that yes, they can use it, or
no, they cannot.

TownAttorney Goodwin spoke about her involvement in a dispute over a slogan; she said
her focus on protecting the trademark is competition, and we can come up with some
reasonable parameters of whether and when the Council wants to enforce it within the
Town.

Council Member Schue asked for clarification, whether it is "Quartzsite, the Rock Capital
of the World" or "The Rock Capital of the World". He shared why he thinks it should be a
national trademark.

Town Attorney Goodwin responded that the resolution just says we are trademarking "The
Rock Capital of the World".

Mayor Simpson said it should include Quartzsite, Arizona.

Town Attorney Goodwin said we should state exactly what it is we are pursuing.

Council Member BearCat said she is thinking it should be "Rock Capital of the World"; we
are protecting that phrase.

Town Attorney Goodwin said she thinks that is true.

Vice Mayor Warner said we should do it at the federal level if we are going to do it.

Council Member BearCat moved to adopt Resolution No. 19-01 declaring Quartzsite,
Arizona "The Rock Capital of the World" and authorizing the Town Manager and Town
Attorney to take all necessary and appropriate actions to provide legal protections for the
official Town slogan including submission of a trademark application for the official Town
slogan and make it federal. Council Member Schue seconded the motion.

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 6).
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager,
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner.
Absent: Council Member Swart
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Vice Mayor Warner asked if we make it federal, then would we have to do it for Arizona
as well.

Town Attorney Goodwin answered yes.

10. OFFICIAL TOWN SEAL RESOLUTION - Review, discussion and possible
adoption of a resolution adopting an Official Town Seal.

Town Manager Ferguson said the Town has used a particular seal and, in most cases,
has said this is our Town seal; there have been some concerns about its readability, and
he noted there are some renderings in the packet.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that once it is officially adopted, all documents that
go out will have that same seal, not someone else's interpretation of the seal.

Council Member Hager talked about uses for both the color version and the black and
white version and asked if the Council could adopt both.

Town Manager Ferguson answered yes.

Council Member BearCat commented that she noticed the seal is not copyrighted; she
said we need protections on the seal.

Town Attorney Goodwin said she is told by her firm's Intellectual Property Attorney, that
you cannot copyright a town seal.

Council Member BearCat asked if that meant that somebody could take the seal and use
it on mugs and whatever and we have no way to deal with that.

Town Attorney Goodwin replied that she is told you cannot copyright it; it is a public seal.

Mayor Simpson read Resolution No. 19-02 aloud for all to hear.

Town Manager Ferguson said, for clarification, we would want to note in Exhibit A, which
of the three versions, or one color version and one black and white version, would become
part of Exhibit A.

Council Member BearCat said the assumption is that it is blue on white instead of gold on
white.

Council Member Hager shared his understanding of the Council's choice of seals.

Town Manager Ferguson said what we are stating is Exhibit A would be both the 'Founded
1867' and 'Incorporated 1989' in blue on white, and that we would adopt at the same time,
the black and white version, and so those two would be included on Exhibit A.

Council Member Hager said yes Sir.
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Council Member Schue moved to adopt Resolution No. 19-02 with Exhibit A revised 
per Council and the black and white reproduction as well. Council Member BearCat 
seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 6). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
Absent: Council Member Swart 

11. REPORT ON BUCK CONNORS DAYS AND QUARTZSITE SPECIAL EVENTS,
IN CORPORA TED.

Town Manager Ferguson said there are four inserts regarding this matter; first is the Letter 
of Agreement that he signed on behalf of the Town, under his allowances for the 
expenditure of funds, the $7,000 that was allocated and a letter with the LLC as to what 
was required of them and the expenditure of those funds and also what would be 
necessary should the event not occur or if it ended up not expending $7,000 at all. He 
indicated that if only $5,000 had been expended, it was intended that they would return 
$2,000. He said that is the essence of that letter. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Profit and Loss report is attached as well; the last two 
items are there for the Council's information, to give the Council a sense of where we 
believe we can go with the future organization of the Quartzsite Special Events, making 
it a 501 (c)(3). 

Town Manager Ferguson said our attorney has started out with an initial draft of both the 
Articles of Incorporation and the Bylaws that would be entertained; we would like the 
Council's feedback, so we can proceed with that new structure for future events. He noted 
that on the Letter of Agreement, we outlined that there was $7,000 that was set aside for 
Buck Connors Days specifically and that since the LLC was set up to oversee the financial 
side of it, we would place those funds in the LLC account. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we wanted to make it very clear to the LLC that those funds 
were to be expended solely on the Buck Connors Days Event. He said that $7,000 was 
expended only on the Buck Connors Day Event, and we believe the LLC did meet the 
terms of the agreement that we signed. 

Council Member BearCat asked what was sold and how much is in the bank. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he was only talking about the letter and Vice Mayor Warner 
will talk about the Profit and Loss and what is in the bank. 

Vice Mayor Warner, the Chair of the LLC, reviewed the Profit and Loss Statement section 
by section and explained each one. Highlights included a definition of in-kind 
contributions, an explanation of event contributions, expenses, other income and other 
expenses. 
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Council Member Goldberg asked if we paid the Vendor Permits back to the Town. 

Vice Mayor Warner replied that she is sure we did. 

There was a discussion of the UTV Challenge and the Quick Draw. 

Mayor Simpson said the reason he brought up those two events, the UTV Challenge and 
the Quick Draw, was to highlight the need to reconsider how we are doing those two 
items. 

Vice Mayor Warner said as far as the balance in the bank, after one necessary check is 
written to pay a newly received invoice, it will be $8,097.18. 

Council Member BearCat sought clarification on how the till accounting worked. 

Vice Mayor Warner explained that the money in the till is not really the till's money; it is 
the event's money, so it goes into the income for the event and she provided an example. 
She said the income for each of these events, represents the money that was over and 
above any till that was for that event, and each event had its own till. 

Council Member Goldberg said the only expense that is not showing here is the check 
the Vice Mayor wrote today. 

Vice Mayor Warner said that is correct. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that the documents confirm that the event was 
successful. He thanked all those involved including the sponsors and spoke of future 
years' events. 

Vice Mayor Warner shared positive comments that she had heard during the event. 

Mayor Simpson said we became a community; everybody worked together to put this 
event on; it worked well with a lot of public participation and a lot of volunteers. 

Town Manager Ferguson said again, the next two items, the Articles of Incorporation and 
the Bylaws, are there just so the Council has that information to start looking at it to get a 
sense of if this is the direction that we want to go to kind of reconfigure the structure of 
the body that handles the special event itself, other than an LLC. He said we believe this 
is a better legal mechanism to do that; we welcome the Council's input, and we would like 
to actually move on this next month if possible. 

Council Member BearCat asked if we are going to get information on how the LLC is 
going to morph into the incorporated entity. 

Town Manager Ferguson and Town Attorney Goodwin both answered yes. 
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Council Member BearCat asked if the Council would be advised of that.

Town Attorney Goodwin responded that they would.

Vice Mayor Warner referenced the area where it is talking about the business licenses,
and said it says the Town has to have proof of compliance with the Town tax code. She
said the Town really does not have a tax code; it is the state that has the tax code; we
have the municipal tax code, but she also thinks that it needs to say, 'where applicable'
and she explained why.

Town Attorney Goodwin asked where the Vice Mayor was looking.

Vice Mayor Warner replied that it was page 3 of this draft, under the business license
code, page 3, at the bottom, Section 8-1-6, information required.

Town Manager Ferguson said we are not on the business license section, yet; we are still
taking about the Articles of Incorporation.

Vice Mayor Warner responded that it is a part of the Articles of Incorporation, she thought.

It turned out that she was a little ahead and Town Manager Ferguson told her that it was
a good comment, just ahead of time.

Council Member BearCat said in the Articles of Incorporation, Article 7, it designates a
minimum number of directors, but it does not designate a maximum; it says, "There will
be no less than three directors appointed by Council".

Town Attorney Goodwin said the Council appoints the directors and the Council can
designate a maximum number of directors.

Council Member BearCat asked if the Council should do that now or later.

Town Manager Ferguson replied that we put this on for some discussion and for
information, not for final approval. He said any input the Council could give would help
them to finalize it for the Council, like this next month, for adoption.

Vice Mayor Warner said in the Bylaws, under Section 5, it has Steve Schue as one of the
directors and he resigned, so he should not be listed.

Town Manager Ferguson responded that we will clarify that.

Council Member BearCat said by doing that, it brings it back into compliance with 'no
more than two Council Members'.

Town Manager Ferguson said in the final adoption of this, those could change, but
currently, Council Member BearCat is correct.
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There was a discussion of the requirement for the incorporated entity to hold meetings 
that are in compliance with the Open Meeting Law. 

Council Member BearCat noted that in the Bylaws, 5.9 says, 'notification by telegram'. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained it should probably be email which would be a 
permanent record. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if this needs to state that there must be an annual report made 
to the state and who is responsible to do that. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said those are not usually in the Bylaws, but we can put them in. 

Vice Mayor Warner commented that we might need it because we, as an organization, 
are not used to dealing with that kind of thing, and it would be a good reminder that it 
needs to be done. 

Town Attorney Goodwin responded that she will add that. 

Mayor Simpson said it does not say anything about proxy votes. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said we can make that express. She explained that, as a public 
body, you could not have a proxy vote anyway. She said she thought it was good to make 
it express. 

Mayor Simpson indicated that if it is prohibited for a public body, then we do not need it. 

Council Member BearCat asked if phone calls are considered being present. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said yes, if the agenda says that. 

There was a discussion of the secretary and treasurer positions which ended with Town 
Attorney Goodwin saying she would separate secretary and treasurer and say one person 
could be both. 

Vice Mayor Warner read from Section 12 under check signing, "Two Officers or one 
Officer and such other person as the board may designate." She asked who would be the 
'such other' person; she said she would think it would have to be a board member. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said it would be whoever you designate that is not an Officer. 

Council Member Hager said it would take the directors, the board themselves to say who. 

Town Attorney Goodwin replied yes. 
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Vice Mayor Warner asked if having a checking account precludes us from having a
savings account for any surplus or some other financial vehicle where we can collect
interest.

Town Attorney Goodwin said O.K. and that was great.

12. BUSINESS LICENSE ORDINANCE - Review and discussion of an amendment
to the Town Code repealing existing Article 8-1 Vendor Sales Permit and Article
8-2 Business License Code and adopting new Article 8-1 Business License Code
to update and simplify the Town's process for issuing business licenses.

Town Manager Ferguson noted, just for clarification for everybody, that what we are trying
to do with these next three items, in bringing them forward to the Council, is to get them
back before the Council so that we decide how we are going to finalize them. He said we
have had a lot of discussion and we have even had some work sessions on these issues;
they are all three interrelated. He said as far as concluding anything this evening, we are
not recommending that be done; we, in fact, believe that we probably need to have a work
session specifically on these three items only, so that we can focus on the areas,
especially where they interrelate. He indicated the work session will also be held so we
can talk about how it changes our current ordinances or replaces our current ordinances.

Town Manager Ferguson said starting out with number 12, the business license
ordinance, as he pointed out, we have had some discussions of this previously and we
believe that what we have put before you in the business license, does in fact, address a
lot of the issues that you have brought up. He said they would ask that the Council point
out to us tonight, any of the areas where the Council thinks we have missed something,
or we need some additional clarification, so we can put together the appropriate
background information for a work session. He said that is primarily what we would hope
to achieve tonight.

Council Member BearCat asked Town Manager Ferguson if he thought a work session
would be better than to just have a continuance of this meeting tomorrow or the next day.

Town Manager Ferguson said that is really up to the Council to do that.

Council Member BearCat asked what kind of a time frame we are needing to get these
done.

Town Manager Ferguson answered there were so many people who wanted us to wait to
discuss this until this time of year, when we had a certain population here, and we have
done that. He explained that we have prepared ourselves for it; we have some good
information here to talk about with anybody who cares to come to a work session; but, we
also made it very clear that because we would not have this done before the season, that
whatever we did would not be effective until July 1 anyway. He said we made that very
clear on these issues, so we have two or three months here to carry through on this as a
governing body, but if you want to do it consistent with our commitment to the populous,
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he would say we want to do it in the next two months, period; we want to get this done
before the end of February.

Council Member Goldberg said we need to have it before season ends, so that when
these vendors and our business people are leaving, they understand what they can
expect for next year.

There was a discussion of days and times for the work session.

Council Member Goldberg suggested having someone responsible or a team of Council
Members go around to the let people know what we are doing; go around to talk to our
vendors and thank them for being here. She said we need to let them know we are going
to be talking about these things on whatever the date is and invite them to come.

Council Member Hager said we could have two different meeting sessions instead of
doing one four or five-hour long meeting.

There was a discussion of good meeting times and dates for all concerned, including
discussion of when shows close in the evenings.

Town Attorney Goodwin indicated that the intent was to simplify the ordinance, so it
should really not cause alarm, it should cause elation for the seasonal vendors. She said
the mobile merchant ordinance is one that has a model ordinance out of the League that
was negotiated with the industry, interested parties at the Legislature and with a number
of city attorneys. She explained that it is not set in stone, but she and the League are
recommending that if the Council is thinking about changes to it, it is O.K. to make it less
restrictive, but it could not be made more restrictive.

Vice Mayor Warner said maybe we should be promoting the simplified version of the
vendor permits.

Mayor Simpson indicated we should have an explanation in the newspaper and online
where people would get the sense that it is not more restrictive or more costly; it is a
simplified version. He said it would be good to get that out.

There was a discussion of holding the work session in early February. Town Manager
Ferguson said our attorney really needs to be here.

The Council set the first work session for February 4th at 7:00 p.m. and the second work
session for February 13th at 7:00 p.m.

Council Member Goldberg said if we put information together, she is certainly willing to
go and talk to people at the different events and let them help us get that information out.

Town Manager Ferguson said yes.
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Town Manager Ferguson said we would do whatever we can to get the word out with a 
positive approach. 

Vice Mayor Warner was referencing a section of the ordinance when she asked, with the 
proof of Town tax code, how they would prove it. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that probably does need to be updated, just proof of TPT 
License when required. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked why we are asking for date of birth and the name of all the 
individuals working with the applicant. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said you do not need that; that is in your existing code, but she 
thinks those changes need to be made. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if it would be one business license that is needed in the 
case of a business that has a business license, then during season, goes to have a vendor 
space as well as the business. 

Town Attorney Goodwin replied yes; a permanent vendor could go be a part of a vendor 
show and not have to get another license. 

There was a discussion of business-license holders notifying the Town of all changes in 
location, such as vending out of another location, or ceasing to vend at one location and 
moving to another. 

There was a discussion of business-license holders not having to close their doors at one 
location to vend out of another. 

Mayor Simpson asked if there should be a requirement for them to notify the Town that 
they have a second location. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that is what we would need to make sure is in there, yes. 

Council Member BearCat said they should also have something that states that they are 
legal or approved to be there by the Town. 

Town Manager Ferguson said a copy of the business license would show that they are 
authorized to do that. 

Council Member BearCat said but they would also have to have a change of address on 
that copy. 

Town Manager Ferguson said not necessarily under the changes that the Council might 
be making here; just the fact that they have a business license in the Town for that 
purpose should be sufficient; it should not have to have different addresses on it. 
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Vice Mayor Warner said primarily your brick and mortar business is sponsoring that 
secondary location on a temporary basis, which is why you would not have to change 
addresses, because the primary business is where all of the communication would go. 
She said the other locations do need to have some piece of paper that says we have a 
business license at this address, but they do not necessarily have to have a license for 
each of those addresses. 

Mayor Simpson read, 'You must hang your license at the location of the business.' He 
asked how you hang one license in two locations. 

Council Member Goldberg said that was the reason for them to come into Town Hall to 
notify us that they were going to have a second location, and we were going to give them 
something for them to be able to have at their second location. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we will make sure that is in there. 

There was a discussion of having the changes from this discussion incorporated in the 
draft ordinance before the work session on February 4th . 

Mayor Simpson suggested that when we are done with this, we use the list of mailing 
addresses the Town has, and somehow publicize all the changes the Council has made 
so we do not get 500 phone calls coming in. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we clearly will do that and also through the showgrounds 
because they frankly have a better mailing list than we do. He said we will do both to 
make sure the word gets out there. 

Council Member Goldberg said that for the Pow Wow, out of all the vendors, there are 
already 300 that have already paid for next year; they fill out their paperwork and pay 
before they leave. 

Mayor Simpson said we have worked to get some online registration, the ability to prepay 
with a credit card, so we might as well follow it up with some information, too, so they 
know what they are looking at and know what the rules are. 

13. MOBILE MERCHANTS ORDINANCE- Review and discussion of an amendment
to the Town Code to adopt new Article 8-2 Mobile Merchants related to the
regulation of mobile merchants in the Town, including requirements for licensing
and permitting, establishing operational requirements, and imposing fees.

See discussion under Agenda Item 12. 

14. SPECIAL EVENTS ORDINANCE - Review and discussion of an amendment to
the Town Code repealing Town Code Chapter 21 Park, Recreation Facilities &
Cemetery and adopting new Chapter 22 Special Events related to the regulation
of outdoor musical concerts, festivals, fairs, exhibitions and certain sporting events,
and setting forth requirements for such special events.
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Council Member Goldberg asked if things like the VFW Car Show, the little car show that
happens down at the ARCO station and the off-road rides would need to get a special
event permit.

Town Attorney Goodwin answered yes because there are health and safety issues.

Mayor Simpson asked what the difference is between outdoor and indoor special events.

Town Attorney Goodwin responded that, for indoor, there are fire codes that are
applicable; you do not have the same problems when people are gathered in a concert
area indoors as outdoors.

Mayor Simpson asked if we have an indoor special event code.

Town Manager Ferguson said, generally speaking, if it is an indoor, the size of the
building, the number of the people that can be in that building and the number of parking
spaces that are required for that building, are already defined. He explained that the
health issues related to the number of restrooms are already defined in that building, but
on an outside event, they are not at all.

Vice Mayor Warner asked if we have permit requirements for those indoor things and
what difference there would be between having a permit for an indoor and a permit for an
outdoor.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that what he was just saying and what the Town
Attorney is saying is that the permit is to ensure in these outdoor events, that we have
covered such things as there being enough space for the people that are there, which is
already covered in an indoor through the building code. He said it is required that they
have a certain amount of sanitary facilities in an outdoor; we need to know how many
people they are anticipating. He said if the building is only approved for 100 people, they
are only going to have 100 people in that building; if the building is already approved for
certain purposes, it already has the proper sanitary facilities. He said we are not requiring
indoor events to have a permit because they have already met what was covered under
the building code.

Vice Mayor Warner said so they are not required to pay a fee like the outdoors are.

Town Manager Ferguson replied no, not under this proposal; he explained that it is the
Council's decision.

There was a discussion of the noise of indoor events, decibel readings and enforcement.

There was a discussion of tents and their regulation.

Security and safety, crowd control plans and off-duty officers hired by events were
discussed.
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Town Attorney Goodwin said she will add that the off-duty officers are hired at the event's
cost.

Chief Ponce said he wants to make sure we clarify something in there; if they (the people
involved in the event) provide security, then security is not going to be able to take
enforcement action or have arrest powers, so it will end up falling on the Police
Department to take that. He said he thinks it needs to specify Police for the arrest powers
and things of that nature. He spoke of a past event, where people wanted to see if they
could get volunteers from the Sheriff's Department to come in. He said that is not fair; we
also need to think about our Police Department first and foremost and then if we concede,
then the Sheriff's Department can have that opportunity. He explained that the Quartzsite
Police Department should be the primary provider of those services.

Town Manager Ferguson said he thought those were all things that we can clarify at our
work session to get some of those straightened out.

There was a discussion of who can be hired for security, clearance by the Quartzsite
Police Department and jurisdictions.

Council Member Goldberg indicated that somewhere in the special events ordinance, we
had talked about notification of adjacent property owners when we are issuing a permit
for a large event, if there are property owners who could be affected by the event.

Town Manager Ferguson said those are all good things we will take a look at in terms of
changes before we get to the work session. He explained that everything will not be
addressed in the ordinance; how we implement is taken care of through some other
procedural issues and in-house stuff, departmental issues, etc. He said it will not all be in
the ordinance itself; the ordinance will set the parameters, and then from there, we will
put the specifics and the logistics together.

15. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE DIRECTION TO STAFF REGARDING A 'DARK

SKIES' ORDINANCE.

Town Manager Ferguson said this item was brought to us by Council Member BearCat,
and he thought there was at least one other individual on the Council, he believes it was
Council Member Swart, who concurred in bringing this to the Council. He said we, as a
staff, do not have a lot of information on it, but Council Member BearCat has been very
kind to have provided some information for the Council. (The information was at the
Council's seats just before the meeting started.) He asked for the Council's direction as
to just what the Council would like to do with this issue.

Vice Mayor Warner asked that this item be tabled to allow the Council time to read the
information that had been given to them and then put it on the next Council agenda.

Council Member Goldberg concurred.
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Council Member BearCat said she would like to see a work session on this because it is 
not just a simple thing, but it has a potential of quite a bit of financial benefit for the 
community if it is done right, both in power savings and in visitors. She explained it could 
be a gradual thing, so no one is over-burdened financially. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked the Council if they would like the item on their next 
agenda and then go from there, or to set it for a work session. 

Vice Mayor Warner commented that she does not yet have enough information to know; 
she thought putting it on an agenda would allow the Council to know, from that meeting, 
if a work session would be beneficial. 

Town Manager Ferguson stated we will put it on the next agenda. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

16. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson announced that our winter visitors are here, and maybe we will get a 
report on whether BLM campgrounds are all open and what is happening with that. He 
suggested we all proceed with a smile and be thankful because it supports the general 
fund for the Town. 

17. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member BearCat said the Rubber Tramp Rendezvous group's event is over; she 
heard from them that they had a very successful event with close to 5,000 people. She 
said they were definitely in Town a lot, and a lot of them are still here. She explained that 
they are van campers and noted that they volunteered and helped clean up the BLM. 

Council Member Goldberg said she spent a lot of time at Pow Wow this week and heard 
a lot of positive and complimentary comments about the Town. She remarked that folks 
in Town are looking to buy property and move here. She said two tour buses showed up 
at the Pow Wow, and that Blue Water put in the hint to visit the Pow Wow. 

She reminded everyone of an Open Meeting Law training tomorrow. 

Vice Mayor Warner talked about the abundance of business going on right now, including 
for her own business. 

18. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

• Cleanup across from Love's Truck Stop

Town Manager Ferguson said there was a concern about the appearance of trash across 
from Love's Truck Stop; we found out that was an ADOT right-of-way, so we did the 
appropriate thing and notified ADOT. He said ADOT advised us that we have to get a 
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permit to clean-up that area, and ADOT suggested we adopt a highway. He said we had
gone out and got a local church group who were ready to volunteer, and we were ready
to go and get that cleaned up, we have this application we have to fill out and we are still
at it; we have not given up. He said we will get it cleaned up thanks to some volunteers.

Town Manager Ferguson said we have one of our Quarterly Clean-ups in February, but
we really have a problem right now and so we are immediately going to get out three
dumpsters in three different areas to try to help. He said we will have one on North Central
Boulevard just off of Quail Run RV Park, one at 1035 W. Main, the old Ted's restaurant,
and one will be out at BLM at Scadden Wash.

Town Manager Ferguson announced the Quartzsite Desert Flyers will have their event
on February 8, 2019 through February 10, 2019, and they are having the big air show on
February 9, 2019. He said you are all invited to that; it is a great activity.

Town Manager Ferguson said there was some discussion by the Council at the previous
meeting about some issues related to street lights and that sort of thing, some of it related
to dark skies and some of it more on an energy audit and that kind of a thing. He said he
will have more information on a Council agenda.

Town Manager Ferguson announced that we have had to make an adjustment in our
Transit schedule and he thinks most are already aware of that. He explained the two
reasons for the change. He said mostly it is the fact that, for various reasons, we have
not really gotten reimbursement from ADOT since about September or so. He said the
revenue coming in that we count on was slow to come and now is not coming in at all
because of the shutdown. He said administratively, he has flexibility to handle that with
the idea that we are going to get repayment, but at some point in time, there may be some
decisions that need to be made that will require coming back to Council.

Town Manager Ferguson said just for purposes of reporting tonight, the TAC was
contacted and then in turn, a meeting was held with the general public to note that on
Mondays we are not providing our general total service. He said we have cut back the
number of trips to Blythe, Yuma and Lake Havasu, but we will have the trips to Parker.
He said we have curtailed our service because of the shutdown and we really have no
choice because of the federal funding that is involved there. He said we believe we are
still providing the necessary services, especially the medical trips and that kind of thing.

19. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 10:01 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: 10:01 p.m.

CERTIFICATION: 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 22, 2019 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on January 22, 2019. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 12th day of February 2019. 

�4,. '1/l/. � Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

App
�

� 

Norm Simpson, Mayor 
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